
Do more
equal less crime? the real impact of gun availability

43% of American households 
report owning �rearms. 

1997 studies showed that firearms 
were used defensively in the U.S. up 

to 1.5-2.5 million times per year.

34%
40%
69%

In a 1982 survey of felons 
in 11 state prisons,

had been “scared o�, shot at, or 
captured by an armed victim.”

didn’t commit a crime because the 
victim was thought to have a gun.

knew a criminal who had been 
deterred by defensive gun use.

The umbrella
protection of mass
gun ownership
Even the unarmed can bene�t from a 
general umbrella of protection due to 
criminals often being deterred by not 
knowing beforehand who is and who 
isn’t armed.
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Percentage of public shooting deaths for RTC* 
vs. Non-RTC states from 1977-1997
*RTC, or “Right to Carry,” is the legal provision for private 
citizens to carry personal firearms on their person.
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